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Jeanne Antide Thouret was born at Sancy in the diocese of
Besan?on, 27th November, 1765. Her father was a well-to-do tanner,
and her mother a pious woman named Jeanne Claude Labbe, after whose
death, in 1781, the domestic affairs of the family were managed by Jeanne.
Home-life, however, made no appeal to Mdlle Thouret, and as soon as
her brothers and sisters began to grow up, she informed her father that
her vocation was to the Sisters of Charity. M. Thouret at first refused
his approval, but at last consented to her entering the novitiate of the
Sisters at Paris, where she was admitted, ist November, 1787, and clothed
with the habit the following October. Then came the Revolution, For
some time the Sisters of Charity, owing to the fact of their being regarded
as among the "useful communities," were left unmolested, but in 1793
the Terror set in, and with it the dispersion. Sister Thouret had to put off
her habit and quit Paris in disguise. Begging her bread on the road, she
at length reached her home at Sancy. There, in spite of the turmoil of
the time, this brave woman actually opened a school for the benefit of the
many poor children whom the sudden and violent enforcement of the
"Rights of Man" had rendered not prosperous, but utterly destitute 1
She remained nobly carrying on this work till things became impossible,
when she was compelled to leave the district and make the best of her
way to Switzerland. There she met a good French priest, the Abb6
Antoine Sylvestre Receveur, also an exile, who asked her to undertake
the care of some sick persons. But after a time this good work had also
to be abandoned owing to the exigencies of war. Sister Thouret went,
and again on foot, to Landeron, in the Canton of Neuchatel, where
M. de Chaffoy, Vicar-general of Besanfon requested her to open a school
and hospital in that town. This came about on nth April, 1799. A
law of the Directory of 1795 had already permitted the exercise of the
Catholic religion in France without of course making any attempt to
organize it. Sister Thouret had never made her profession as a Sister
of Charity, and the pious women who now put themselves under her direc-
tion, were styled the Sisters of St Vincent of Paul.
The Rule was drawn up at Dole, and duly approved by Mgr. Le Coz,
Archbishop of Besan?on. In 1802, the year after the Concordat, the
Sisters, who undertook such varied works as nursing, teaching, and the
direction of philanthropic institutions, opened several schools in Franche-
Comt6, Savoy, and Switzerland. They were also about this time given
charge of more than 500 prisoners in the female prison at Bellevaux.
When the delegates of all the religious Congregations engaged in works
of mercy or utility met at Paris, in 1807, in pursuance of an imperial
decree, Sister Thouret took part in the deliberations, and explained the
exact position of her Institute with regard to the Sisters of Charity which